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Next steps for UK climate change policy
The future of net-zero ambitions, decarbonisation and transition, COP27 and the legacy of COP26
Morning, Wednesday, 14th December 2022 
 

Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum policy conference taking place online 


 



 
 

Live Agenda | Fees & concessions | Sponsorship | Our Website | @WEETFEvents | Unsubscribe
 

with
Chris Stark, Chief Executive, Climate Change Committee 
Professor Liz Bentley, Chief Executive, Royal Meteorological Society

Mike Childs, Head of Science, Policy and Research, Friends of the Earth

Alan Law, Deputy Chief Executive, Natural England

and
Stephen Elderkin, National Highways; Rhian Kelly, National Grid; Tania Kumar, CBI; Dr Dr Jonathan Scurlock, National Farmers’ Union; and Bob Ward, Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment
 

Chaired by: 
Wera Hobhouse MP, Vice Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Climate Change Group


 

This conference will assess the future of climate change policy in the UK.
 

This email is being sent to a general email address because I wanted to pass along information that I thought may be of interest but was unable to secure specific contact details. Please forward this to the appropriate person, and we would be grateful to receive precise contact details if this is possible.
 

With new political leadership in government, delegates will discuss the way forward for net-zero ambitions and what is now needed from policy, key stakeholders, research, and other enablers if decarbonisation targets are to be met by 2050.
 

The conference will be a timely opportunity to examine recently announced plans, including: 
-        the Net Zero review into how best to deliver the net-zero target without placing undue burdens on businesses or consumers 
-        the launch of a new oil and gas licensing round 
-        the lifting of the moratorium on UK shale gas production 
-        proposals for a revenue cap for renewables
 

It also follows the Climate Change Committee’s 2022 Progress Report to Parliament, which concluded that “current programmes will not deliver Net Zero”, The Environment and Climate Change Committee report which describes the Government’s approach to enabling behaviour change to meet climate goals as inadequate, and the High Court’s ruling that the Government’s net-zero strategy breaches its obligations under the Climate Change Act 2008 - meaning the government will now have to revise its strategy by March 2023. 

 

The discussion will bring stakeholders together with policymakers to look ahead to COP27, and to consider progress and next steps for government net-zero strategy with the UK’s COP presidency drawing to a close.
 

Overall, sessions in the agenda include: 

· climate change - assessing targets, current progress, and thinking - next steps for the UK 

· climate patterns - latest thinking on trends and the impact of anthropogenic activities 

· protecting nature and the environment - priorities for policy and stakeholders to reduce potential impacts going forward 

· legislative options - developing the necessary legal and regulatory frameworks - priorities for the planning needed to meet environmental obligations 

· decarbonising key sectors - looking at agriculture, transport, and energy - ways forward for reducing emissions at the scale and pace required 

· funding a net-zero transition - long-term strategic options - key issues for businesses, investors, consumers and policy 

· net-zero - meeting 2050 targets and options to align work with pro-growth and pro-business agendas 

· policy and governance - priorities for reducing emissions and developing long-term strategies for climate action - assessing the legacy of COP26, outcomes from COP27 and beyond

[jump to more detail on the discussion]
 

We are pleased to be able to include a keynote session with Chris Stark, Chief Executive, Climate Change Committee; and further keynote contributions from Professor Liz Bentley, Chief Executive, Royal Meteorological Society; Mike Childs, Head of Science, Policy and Research, Friends of the Earth; and Alan Law, Deputy Chief Executive, Natural England. 
 

The conference will be an opportunity for stakeholders to consider the issues alongside key policy officials who are due to attend from BEIS; Cabinet Office; CCS; Defra; DAERA, NI; DCMS; Department for the Economy, NI; Department for Infrastructure, NI; DIT; Department of Finance, NI; DfT; GLD; Northern Ireland Assembly; the ORR; The Scottish Government; and the Welsh Government.

 






 

The agenda 
Draft subject to change
 

	8.30
	Registration 

	 
	 

	9.00 
	Chair’s opening remarks
Wera Hobhouse MP, Vice Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Climate Change Group

	 
	 

	9.05 
	Assessing current progress towards climate change targets and next steps for the UK 
Chris Stark, Chief Executive, Climate Change Committee 
Questions and comments from the floor

	 
	 

	9.30
	Break

	 
	 

	9.35
	Latest thinking on changing climate patterns, the impact of anthropogenic activities, and priorities for policy and stakeholders in reducing potential impacts going forward

	 
	Professor Liz Bentley, Chief Executive, Royal Meteorological Society

	 
	 

	9.45
	Priorities for policy to protect nature and preserve the environment 

	 
	Alan Law, Deputy Chief Executive, Natural England

	 
	 

	9.55
	Developing the necessary legislation and planning needed to meet environmental obligations 

	 
	Mike Childs, Head of Science, Policy and Research, Friends of the Earth

	 
	 

	10.05
	Questions and comments from the floor 

	 
	 

	10.25
	Chair’s closing remarks
Wera Hobhouse MP, Vice Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Climate Change Group

	 
	 

	10.30  
	Break

	 
	 

	10.40 
	Chair’s opening remarks
Senior Parliamentarian

	 
	 

	 
	Ways forward in reducing emissions across key sectors at the scale and pace required 

	 
	 

	10.45
	‘The energy sector - how networks are enabling the transition of the energy sector’

	 
	Rhian Kelly, Chief Sustainability Officer, National Grid

	 
	 

	10.55
	The transport sector 

	 
	Stephen Elderkin, Director of Environmental Sustainability, National Highways

	 
	 

	11.05
	The agricultural sector

	 
	Dr Jonathan Scurlock, Chief Advisor for Renewable Energy and Climate Change, National Farmers’ Union

	 
	 

	11.15
	Latest thinking on funding a net-zero transition - long-term strategic options, and key issues for businesses, investors, consumers and policy

	 
	Tania Kumar, Head of Decarbonisation, CBI  

	 
	 

	11.25 
	Questions and comments from the floor 

	 
	 

	11.45
	Policy and governance priorities for reducing emissions and developing long-term strategies for climate action - the legacy of COP26, outcomes from COP27 and beyond
Bob Ward, Director, Policy and Communications, Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment 
Senior representative, fossil fuel 
Senior representative, international corporation
Senior representative, local authority 
Questions and comments from the floor 

	 
	 

	12.55 
	Chair’s and Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum’s closing remarks
Senior Parliamentarian
Katie Adams, Senior Researcher, Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum


 

Additional senior participants are being approached, but if you or a colleague would like to be considered as a speaker at this seminar, please contact us at speakeroffers@forumsupport.co.uk specifying the event and session where you would like to speak and we’ll get back to you as soon as possible. If you are offering to speak yourself please don’t fill in the booking form, as this will be taken as an order and you will be charged for a place subject to our T&Cs. 
 






 

Key areas for discussion
 

The Net Zero Strategy 
 

· reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 

· assessing progress made so far 

· evaluating current measures and priorities 

· options for legislation 

· reducing emissions whilst maximising economic growth, increasing energy security and affordability 

· addressing inequalities and balancing priorities 

· factoring environmental targets alongside economic and social ambitions 

· options for alternative approaches to addressing environmental issues 

· balancing energy needs, rising consumer costs, and environmental pressures

 

Reducing emissions across key sectors 
 

· transport 

· evaluating work done within the transport sector and assessing what is needed next to further reduce emissions 

· progress towards electrification 

· the role of mass transit systems 

· incentives for public transport take-up and moving away from private car ownership and use 

· encouraging active travel and alternative mobility options 

· energy 

· how best to develop and run an energy system that aligns with climate targets, and to deliver energy at affordable prices 

· balancing the competing demands of energy security and climate change targets, as well as affordability 

· examining options to improve energy efficiency in homes and support for consumers 

· the role of heat pumps and networks in the reduction of emissions 

· opportunities for moving towards a circular economy and reusing assets 

· agriculture 

· navigating changing climate patterns while reducing emissions across the agricultural sector 

· evaluating new plans, techniques and machinery 

· options for changing food patterns and assessing associated impacts

· innovation 

· cost reduction for new technologies to support the scale up and expansion of low carbon technologies 

 

Priorities for policy and governance in delivery at the domestic and international level 
 

· 2050 targets - identifying next steps and assessing what a pro-growth and pro-business agenda looks like 

· future of net-zero - re-evaluating priorities - assessing whether enough support is available to help stakeholders meet targets 

· the legacy of COP26 - what is needed to uphold pledges and follow through on commitments - hopes and expectations for COP27 

· international action - the willingness of governments to legislate and adopt climate change targets 

 

Relevant developments
 

-        Review of Net Zero - Conservative MP Chris Skidmore appointed to chair a review to ensure that the Government’s approach to delivering its net-zero target is pro-business and pro-growth

o   following a call for evidence, the report is due by the end of 2022 

-        2022 Progress Report to Parliament - the first comprehensive appraisal of the UK’s Net Zero Strategy from the CCC, which:

o   concludes that current strategy will not deliver net-zero

o   makes recommendations around:

  a public engagement strategy 

  government setting out costs and benefits of the transition, and to review tax strategy urgently to support net-zero transition 

  reform of planning legislation to reflect the UK’s net-zero commitments 

  local delivery, with uncertainty around how central, devolved, and local government will deliver net-zero collaboratively

-        In our hands: behaviour change for climate and environmental goals - Environment and Climate Change Committee report

-        Bonn Climate Change Conference Makes Progress in Several Technical Areas, But Much Work Remains - UN Climate Change reporting on the conference, which included discussion on: 

o   the need for more ambitious climate action

o   deeper cuts in greenhouse gas emissions

o   enhanced resilience to adapt to the effect of climate change 

o   further financial support for developing countries 

-        Sixth Carbon Budget - the first to be published since the target for net-zero emissions by 2050 became law 

-        Energy Bill - setting out the Government’s plans to achieve long-term independence from foreign energy sources and to decarbonise the nation’s power supply
-        Fracking ban in England lifted in bid to boost UK gas supply - reporting from the BBC 

-        New North Sea Oil licenses 
-        UK Nuclear Production - Government commits to continuing progression up to 24GW of nuclear by 2050 

-        Land rights and consents for electricity network infrastructure: call for evidence - from BEIS 

-        Fourth round of Contracts for Difference scheme secured almost 11GW of clean energy - BEIS announcing secured capacity across multiple projects, including wind and solar

-        New framework announced to tackle industrial emissions across the UK - Defra announcing new regulatory framework to boost industrial emissions standards and reduce air pollution 

-        Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Greener - from BEIS 

-        Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability - the IPCC’s latest report 
-        Environmental land management schemes: overview - guidance from Defra, including the Sustainable Farming Incentive, Local Nature Recovery, and Landscape Recovery schemes

-        UK Agriculture Partnership (UKAP) - from Defra, bringing together stakeholders to identify and improve collaborative working on shared issues facing the agricultural sector

-        International ‘collaboration gap’ threatens to undermine climate progress and delay net zero by decades - report from the International Energy Agency 

-        Climate crisis poses growing threat to health in UK - reporting from the Guardian, warning of dangers to food security, flooding and insect-borne diseases

 

Booking arrangements
 

To book places, please use our online booking form. 

Once submitted, this will be taken as a confirmed booking and will be subject to our terms and conditions below. 

You can also pay in advance by credit card on 01344 864796. If advance credit card payment is not possible, please let me know and we may be able to make other arrangements. 

Options and charges are as follows: 
· Access to Next steps for UK climate change policy (plus a permanent record of proceedings) is £260 plus VAT per delegate 

· Concessionary rate places for small charities, unfunded individuals and those in similar circumstances are £115 plus VAT. Please be sure to apply for this at the time of booking.

 

For those who cannot attend on the day: 

· full transcripts of all presentations, the questions and comments sessions, and further articles from interested parties, will be available via our website approximately 12 days after the event for £95 plus VAT 

· Concessionary rate: £50 plus VAT

 

If you find the charge for places a barrier to attending:
· please let me know as concessionary and complimentary places are made available in certain circumstances 

· typical eligibility: individual service users or carers not supported by or part of an organisation, full-time students, unemployed and fully retired people with no paid work, and small charities 

· concessions are not offered to businesses, individuals funded by an organisation, or larger charities/not-for-profit companies. 

 

Please note terms and conditions below (including cancellation charges). 
 

I do hope that you will be able to join us for what promises to be a most useful morning, and look forward to hearing from you soon.
 

Yours sincerely,
 

Peter

 

Peter van Gelder, 
Director, Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum
 



   

   

 

www.weetf.com
 

The core sponsors of the Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum are: AECOM, Burges Salmon and Institution of Mechanical Engineers.

The parliamentary patrons of the Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum are: Peter Aldous MP, Jack Brereton MP, Lord Berkeley, Lord Bradshaw, Lord Brennan, Alan Brown MP, Dawn Butler MP, Ruth Cadbury MP, Rt Hon Alun Cairns MP, Sir Christopher Chope MP, Ronnie Cowan MP, Rt Hon Stephen Crabb MP, Lord Curry of Kirkharle, Geraint Davies MP, Rt Hon Nadine Dorries MP, Lord Dubs, Clive Efford MP, Barry Gardiner MP, Andrew Gwynne MP, Stephen Hammond MP, Viscount Hanworth, Drew Hendry MP, Wera Hobhouse MP, Rt Hon the Lord Howell of Guildford, Lord Kirkhope of Harrogate, Rt Hon the Baroness Kramer, Rt Hon Dame Eleanor Laing MP, Ian Liddell-Grainger MP, Baroness McIntosh of Pickering, John McNally MP, Rt Hon the Lord McNally, Rt Hon Caroline Nokes MP, Lord Oates, Lord Oxburgh, Mark Pawsey MP, Rt Hon Christopher Pincher MP, Lord Ravensdale, Lord Redesdale, Baroness Scott of Needham Market, Baroness Sheehan, Alex Sobel MP, Alexander Stafford MP, Rt Hon the Lord Steel of Aikwood, Rt Hon the Lord Taylor of Holbeach, Lord Teverson, Derek Thomas MP, Lord Truscott, Baroness Verma, Dr Alan Whitehead MP, and Rt Hon the Lord Whitty. Note: parliamentary patrons take no financial interest in the Forum.
 

This email was sent to: food@transitionblackisle.org


Attendees 
 

Places have been reserved by officials from BEIS; Cabinet Office; Crown Commercial Service; DAERA, NI; DCMS; Defra; Department for the Economy, NI; Department for Infrastructure, NI; Department for International Trade; Department of Finance, NI; Department for Transport; Government Legal Department; HM Treasury; Northern Ireland Assembly; the Office of Rail and Road; The Scottish Government; and the Welsh Government. Also due to attend are representative from Agricultural Industries Confederation; Breedon Cement; British Hemp Alliance; Burges Salmon; Cairn Homes; Centre for Global Eco-Innovation and Lancaster University Management School; Connected Places Catapult; Cool Earth; Dragon Capital; Geo Smart Decisions; ISG; Lantra; Lanxess Solutions UK; Lloyds Banking Group; NFU; Nikwax; North 7 Mid Wales Trunk Road Agent; Osborne Clarke; The R & A; Rathbone Greenbank Investments; Savills; Sodexo; Technopolis; Tony Gee & Partners; University College London; University of Aberdeen; the University of York; Wates Group; Woking Borough Council; and Xoserve.
 

Press passes have been reserved by representatives from Argus Media; Carbon Pulse; and Montel News.
 

We expect further speakers and other delegates to be an informed group including Members of both Houses of Parliament, senior government and regulatory officials in this area of public policy, together with environmental and emissions organisations, infrastructure and construction firms, energy and heat suppliers, representatives from energy-intensive sectors including power generation and transport, engineering and building groups, agricultural and land-use companies, finance and investment companies, technology and innovation organisations, wider industry stakeholders along with their advisors and partners, R&D centres, environmental organisations, consumer groups, think tanks, legal experts, local government and community representatives, international delegates, charities and campaign groups, along with academics and commentators.
 






This is a full-scale conference taking place online***
· full, four-hour programme including comfort breaks - you’ll also get a full recording and transcript to refer back to 
· information-rich discussion involving key policymakers and stakeholders 

· conference materials provided in advance, including speaker biographies 

· speakers presenting via webcam, accompanied by slides if they wish, using the Microsoft Teams professional online conference platform (easy for delegates - we’ll provide full details) 

· opportunities for live delegate questions and comments with all speakers 

· a recording of the addresses, all slides cleared by speakers, and further materials are made available to all delegates afterwards as a permanent record of the proceedings 

· delegates are able to add their own written comments and articles following the conference, to be distributed to all attendees and more widely 

· video recordings - including slides - are also available to purchase
 

Full information and guidance on how to take part will be sent to delegates before the conference
                                                                                                                   
To update your preferences or unsubscribe from further marketing emails please notify unsubscribe@westminsterforumprojects.co.uk 


 

About Us
 

The Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum is strictly impartial and cross-party, and draws on the considerable support it receives from within Parliament, government and regulatory bodies, and amongst the wider stakeholder community. The Forum has no policy agenda of its own. Forum meetings are frequently the platform for major policy statements from senior ministers, regulators and other officials, opposition speakers and senior opinion formers in industry and interest groups. Conferences regularly receive prominent coverage in the national and specialist media. We cover our costs through the sale of modestly priced places at seminars and appropriate sponsorship. All seminars adhere to the core proposition of impartiality, not to the agenda of any sponsor.

UK Address: Westminster Forum Projects, 52 Grosvenor Gardens, London SW1W 0AU
 

Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum is a division of Westminster Forum Projects Limited. Registered in England & Wales No. 3856121.
 

This email and any attached files are intended solely for the use of the entity or individual to whom they are addressed. Opinions or views are those of the individual sender and, unless specifically stated, do not necessarily represent those of the Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum. If you have received this email in error please notify info@forumsupport.co.uk.


FINANCIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Cancellation policy is as follows: (1) cancellations 14 or more days before the event: £75+VAT cancellation fee per delegate; (2) cancellations less than 14 days before the event: no refunds. Promotion cancellation fee applies to all Five for Four offer places. Cancellations must be submitted via the website. If you are unable to submit your cancellation via the website then the cancellation must be notified in writing to the Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum. No charge will be made for replacement delegates. Transfer of any confirmed booking between events is not possible. The organisers reserve the right to alter the programme and its format and change the speakers without prior notice. Although best efforts will be made on behalf of the Forum we are not able to guarantee that the conference will be free of technical issues, and cannot be responsible for the ability of any individual technical set-up and equipment of individual delegates to be able to access video, audio or slides. If in doubt please consult Microsoft Teams Support before you make your booking. The Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum is unable to grant extended credit and therefore must request that full payment be made within 30 days from the date of invoice; immediate payment on receipt of invoice less than 14 days before the event. Should payment not be received within the stated terms, the Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum will apply an administration charge of £40+VAT. 
 

